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As the only immigrant serving in the 

Senate today, I remember very well my 
mother’s courage in bringing her three 
children to this country so that we 
could have a chance at a better life. 
That is what comprehensive immigra-
tion reform will mean to the 11 million 
people living in the shadows in our 
country—a chance for a better life for 
themselves and their families. These 
are mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers; 
and they are neighbors and friends. 
They are not looking for handouts. 
They are looking for the chance for a 
better life, and that is the universal ap-
peal of our great country. 

As leaders, we need to act to make 
real for these millions of people the 
promise of America. We need to pass 
comprehensive immigration reform 
soon. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent to leave the bill for 
a couple of minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine. 

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I 
would yield to the Senator from Okla-
homa for the purpose of explaining an 
amendment that he has at the desk, 
and a modification—a very good 
amendment, I might add. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma. 

Mr. INHOFE. Thank you, Madam 
President. 

It is my intention to ask to set aside 
the pending amendment for the pur-
pose of considering the Inhofe amend-
ment No. 2820, and I want to explain 
what this is. 

Today the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration and the 
FAA are working on the next genera-
tion radar system. We have talked 
about this for a long period of time. I 
think the Senate knows that this Sen-
ator has been active in aviation for a 
long time, and this is something we 
have been working on together. The 
next generation radar system, called 
Multi-function Phased Array Radar, or 
MPAR, is comprised of individual radar 
stations capable of both air traffic 
tracking and weather surveillance. 

The new system will replace the mul-
tiple systems separately maintained by 
the FAA and NOAA and allow the con-
solidation of the number of discrete 
radar sites in the United States by 
about a third and yet do a more thor-
ough job. 

To support the development of the 
next generation radar, it is important 
for the FAA and NOAA to be working 
together and one not getting out in 
front of the other one. For that rea-
son—and I think my junior Senator, 
who is going to be working on this, 
agrees—there is some concern that the 
FAA is getting out in front of NOAA on 
the selection of technology to meet 
both goals. We would clarify that in 
the amendment. 

What I will be asking for is the con-
sideration of amendment No. 2820, as 

modified. The modification is at the 
desk now, expressing the sense of the 
Senate that the FAA and NOAA con-
tinue to work together so that one 
agency doesn’t get out ahead of the 
other and ensuring that the priorities 
of both agencies are met. Sometimes 
you have to get involved with the bu-
reaucracies when there is more than 
one working on it. 

At the proper time, I will be wanting 
to do that. There is a courtesy being 
extended to another Member to be in-
volved perhaps in this. 

So with that, I will yield the floor 
and be prepared to offer my amend-
ment. 

Ms. COLLINS. I want to thank the 
Senator from Oklahoma for his cour-
tesy to one of our colleagues who is on 
his way to the floor to repeat an earlier 
ritual that we went through when one 
of our colleagues attempted to make 
an amendment pending. 

So in deference to that colleague, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I 
spent some time on the floor a few 
minutes ago explaining an amendment 
that I have. It is amendment No. 2820, 
as modified. The modification is at the 
desk. It is one of those things where 
there is no opposition at all. 

We are trying to get to a new radar 
system that is—it is rather com-
plicated. It will end up saving a lot of 
money and letting other people in 
other parts of the country—all over the 
country—have the radar capability 
they don’t have today. So it is some-
thing I know that no reasonable person 
would object to. 

Madam President, for that reason, I 
ask unanimous consent to set aside the 
pending amendment to call up my 
amendment No. 2820, as modified with 
the changes at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. PAUL. Madam President, the 

biggest issue of the day is how we pro-
tect ourselves from terrorism. My 
amendment goes to the heart of the 
matter. 

Mr. INHOFE. Will the Senator yield 
for a question? 

Mr. PAUL. Are we sufficiently vet-
ting those who might come here and 
attack us from the Middle East? 

Mr. INHOFE. Will the Senator yield? 
Mr. PAUL. I don’t think we are. The 

two Boston bombers were here during 
the refugee program. Two Iraqi refu-
gees came to my hometown—— 

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, Par-
liamentary inquiry. 

Mr. PAUL. Of Bowling Green, KY. 
Mr. INHOFE. Parliamentary inquiry. 

Mr. PAUL. I have an amendment 
that is not only pertinent—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. PAUL. To the biggest issue of 
the day. I have an amendment that is 
germane. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. PAUL. For those who make a 
mockery of this process by saying we 
are going to have regular order, we are 
not going to have regular order—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. PAUL. Until we address the 
issues of the day on a germane amend-
ment. 

I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I 

suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each, until 
2 p.m. today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRANSPORTATION-HUD 
APPROPRIATIONS BILL 

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, for 
the information of our colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle, I would like to 
explain the situation we face. First, let 
me say that working very closely with 
the ranking member of the sub-
committee, my friend and colleague 
Senator JACK REED, we have been mak-
ing very good progress on this bill. 

We have a number of amendments of-
fered by Senators from both sides of 
the aisle that we have agreed to work 
out, to clear on both sides, with both 
managers of the bill. In some cases we 
have also gotten to the authorizing 
committees, the Budget Committee. In 
other words, a great deal of hard work 
has gone into clearing amendments 
that are ready to be considered, that 
could be accepted by voice vote or 
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